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Holy Spirit – from several sources, the Bible and Internet
Holy Spirit: One of Three Persons of God
The Holy Spirit is one of the three persons of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. For many of us, this is a difficult concept to
grasp. The Bible declares that there is only one living God, yet we learn from scripture that He comprises three separate personages. One way to partially visualize this concept is to examine the nature of water (H2O). Water is a single compound
that can exist in three states – liquid, ice and vapor. An egg is another picture. It is comprised of the white, the yoke and the
shell, yet it is still one egg. Of course, by no means do these examples paint a complete picture of our God, but they are illustrative of the fact that His three “persons” in no way invalidate His oneness.
Definition of God
In Christianity, the Holy Spirit (or Holy Ghost) is the Spirit of God. In mainstream (Trinitarian) Christian beliefs he is the third
person of the Trinity. As part of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit is equal with God the Father and with God the Son.
God is three persons (trinity): Father (the I AM), Son (Jesus), and Holy Spirit (the Comforter). 1 John 5:7.
Only God has created the atom(s), universe(s) and is everywhere at once. He is multi-dimension and has created time. He
is every good thing. He is love.
Love is: patient, kind, does not envy, does not boast, not proud, not rude, not self-seeking, not easily angered, keeps no record of wrongs, does not delight in evil, rejoices with the truth, always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres, and never fails.

What Does 'Fruit of the Spirit' Mean?
When Christians speak of the work of the "Holy Spirit", they are speaking about the operations of the Spirit of God in the material world we live in, and within us. But God the Holy Spirit isn't here just to hang out, or to do a miracle or two for sport.
The Spirit is there to cause things to happen in peoples' lives that bring them more in tune with God's purposes on earth (and
beyond). When the Spirit starts changing someone, it shows as a growth in character, a change in their way of life that is
good for the people they live among. This change in character is called a 'fruit of the Spirit', like the fruit grown by a tree can
feed people and wildlife. From ancient times to today, abundant fruit from an orchard is seen as cause for hope and celebration. Abundant spiritual fruit also breeds hope and is well worth celebrating.
Paul Describes Them
The most famous Bible passage about the fruit of the Spirit is in Galatians 5:22, where the apostle Paul gives us a list of fruit.
(Paul was into making lists.) The list is meant as a contrast to the list of the 'deeds of the flesh' found in Galatians 5:19-20.
The spiritual fruit list is clearly not intended as an exhaustive description of the fruits, but was given to highlight the fruits that
Paul wants the Galatian church to keep in mind. He lists the following nine fruit of the Spirit:
love (agape);
joy (chara);
peace (eirene);
patience (makrothumia);
kindness (chrestotes);
goodness (agathosune);
faithfulness (pistis);
gentleness (prautes);
self-control (egkrateia).
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When Paul follows the list of the fruit of the Spirit by saying "against such things there is no law", he was talking
about the fact that the religious authorities and the Hebrew Torah (law) are positive toward behavior that shows these
characteristics. Even a staunch enemy of the church will likely find these qualities appealing. These are known to be
positive characteristics by almost everyone, in most eras, in most lands.
Fruits of the Spirit
Galatians 5:22-23- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Love - "And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in
him" (1 John 4:16). Through Jesus Christ, our greatest goal is to do all things in love. "Love is patient, love is kind. It does
not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, and it keeps no record
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, and always
perseveres. Love never fails" (1 Corinthians 13:4-8).
Joy - "The joy of the Lord is your strength" (Nehemiah 8:10). "Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God" (Hebrews 12:2).
Peace - "Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5:1). "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit" (Romans 15:13).
Longsuffering (patience) - We are "strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness" (Colossians 1:11). "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in
love" (Ephesians 4:2).
Gentleness (kindness) - We should live "in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere
love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left" (2 Corinthians 6:6-7).
Goodness - "Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all the
good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power" (2 Thessalonians 1:11). "For the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth" (Ephesians 5:9).
Faith (faithfulness) - "O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy
counsels of old are faithfulness and truth" (Isaiah 25:1). "I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith" (Ephesians 3:16-17).
Meekness - "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness;
considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted" (Galatians 6:1). "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love" (Ephesians 4:2).
Temperance (self-control) - "But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to
brotherly kindness love" (2 Peter 1:5-7).
Holy Spirit: Much More that an Eternal Life Force
The Holy Spirit is not a vague, eternal life force. He is not impersonal or unthinking. The Holy Spirit is a “person” equal in every way with God, the Father, and God, the Son. The Bible tells us that all the characteristics of God apparent in the Father
and the Son are equally apparent in the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit is composed of intellect, emotions and will. In 1 Corinthians 2:11, we see an example of the Holy Spirit’s intelmike@mikedorough.net www.mikedorough.net
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lect and will: “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”
In Romans 15:30, we see the Holy Spirit has emotion, as represented by the capacity to love:“Now I beseech you, brethren,
for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers to God for me;”
Although the Holy Spirit has all the characteristics of God, He has specific roles and functions in our lives. In John 16:13, we
see the Spirit of Truth as our guide: “Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall
not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will show you things to come.”
In John 14:26, we learn that the Holy Spirit is our Counselor and teacher: “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom
the Father will send in My name, He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.”
In 1 Corinthians 3:16, we see that the Holy Spirit lives inside us: “Know you not that ye are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelled in you?”
In Acts 1:8, we understand where our power comes from: “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you."
In Romans 8:14, we understand where our direction comes from: “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.”
In Romans 8:26, we learn that the Holy Spirit is there for us in times of weakness and prayer: “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth
our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered.”
In Hebrews 9:14, we see that the Holy Spirit is eternal. In 1 Corinthians 2:11, we see that the Holy Spirit is all-knowing. In
Psalm 139, we see that the Holy Spirit is everywhere.
Who is the Holy Spirit?
The Holy Spirit is the bridge to God within you. It is the part of your mind—the part of your Spirit—that is joined with the Mind
of God. The Holy Spirit is the Voice for God and acts as a reminder to all of God's children of the unconditional love that God
has for them.
God loves His children so much that He wanted His children to always know that they are safe, they are loved, and they are
whole. God created the Holy Spirit as a way to ensure that God’s children would always know these things. God gave this
Voice to His children, and this Voice is now a part of them. It is the eternal perspective of Truth, Love, and Reality that cannot be taken from God's children. It is the Voice of God instilled within and the everpresent reminder to God's children of the
Truth of Who and What they are and the Love their Father has for them.
By creating the Holy Spirit, God provided a way to bring His Voice into each of His children as they went out into the world so
that they could always remember the Truth of Who and What they are. The Holy Spirit's function and purpose is to bring
God’s Voice to each of God’s children, guiding them, directing them, loving them, and restoring their thinking to God's.
Little by little, as you hear, recognize, understand, and become aware of the Holy Spirit in different ways—through your thinking, correcting a thought with this Voice, recognizing this Voice in another, sharing this Voice with a friend, and so on— the
Holy Spirit is brought into the world and given to each of God’s children. This Voice is recognized in each of God’s children
and used as a reminder for God’s children of the Truth so that they can overcome the world.
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The Holy Spirit was given to each of God’s Children by God, put within each one, and is now a part of them. It is not to think
that the Holy Spirit is separate from you, is really only a part of God, or will one day be separate, because in Truth, the Holy
Spirit is a part of you. It has now been blended and melted into you. That is why it is important to recognize this Voice of
God in everyone you meet because It is part of them as well.
The Holy Spirit is within each of God’s children and cannot be extracted. It is there as a constant Resource, Companion, and
speaker of Truth no matter what you think you have done, what you think you are doing, or what you think you might do. This
Voice for Love within you holds no judgments, never condemns, and only remembers your true Perfection. In that is the impossibility of sin or anything related to it.
It is not possible for the Holy Spirit to judge you in any way because this part of God can only see the Truth of who you are
and not who you think you are. God’s Voice is within your mind and is ever available to you to restore your thinking to the
Truth

Symbols of the Holy Spirit
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Depiction of the Holy Spirit is a dove.
Holy Spirit is frequently referred to by metaphor and symbol, both doctrinally and biblically. Theologically speaking these
symbols are a key to understanding of the Holy Spirit and his actions, and are not mere artistic representations.
Water - signifies the Holy Spirit's action in Baptism, such that in the manner that "by one Spirit [believers]
were all baptized", so they are "made to drink of one Spirit". Thus the Spirit is also personally the living water welling
up from Christ crucified[ as its source and welling up in Christians to eternal life.
Anointing - The symbolism of anointing with oil also signifies the Holy Spirit, to the point of becoming a synonym for the Holy Spirit. The coming of the Spirit is referred to as his "anointing" Its full force can be grasped only in
relation to the primary anointing accomplished by the Holy Spirit, that of Jesus. Christ (in Hebrew, messiah) means
the one "anointed" by God's Spirit.
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Fire - symbolizes the transforming energy of the Holy Spirit's actions. In the form of tongues "as of fire", the
Holy Spirit rested on the disciples on the morning of Pentecost.
Cloud and light - The Spirit comes upon the Virgin Mary and "overshadows" her, so that she might conceive
and give birth to Jesus. On the mountain of transfiguration, the Spirit in the "cloud came and overshadowed" Jesus,
Moses and Elijah. Peter, James and John, a voice came out of the cloud, saying, 'This is my Son, my Chosen; listen
to Him!'.
The dove. When Christ comes up from the water of his baptism, the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, comes
down upon him and remains with him.
Wind The Spirit is likened to the "wind that blows where it will" (John 3:8), and described as "a sound from
heaven like the rush of a mighty wind" (Acts 2:2-4).
Although the word Trinity is not mentioned in the Bible, we know God is three in one. There are three very distinct Person’s
that make up the Godhead. They are all equal in every way.
They (The Father, Son and Holy Spirit) are all:
Omnipotent – All powerful. Luke 1:35. And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon you,
and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of you shall be called
the Son of God.
Omnipresent – At all places at once. Psalms 139:7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? or where shall I flee from your presence?
Omniscient – All knowing. 1 Corinthians 2:10 But God has revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searches all
things, yea, and the deep things of God.
Eternal - Hebrews 9:14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot
to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
Equal - Acts 5:3-4 But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of
the price of the land? While it remained, was it not your own? and after it was sold, was it not in your own power? why have
you conceived this thing in your heart? you have not lied unto men, but unto God.
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